Christ United Church of Christ, 1414 Ligonier Street
Latrobe, Pennsylvania 15650

September 2022

Deuteronomy 7:9
“Know therefore that the Lord your God is God;
He is the faithful God,
keeping His covenant of love to a thousand generations
of those who love Him and keep His commandments.“
Worship Services For September
September 4, 11, 18, 25 - Worship Service at 11:00 AM
September 4 — Holy Communion

CONTACT US
Administrative Assistant, Caryn Dettling
Church Email: ChristChurchUCC@verizon.net
Church Office Phone: 724-537-4901
Christ UCC Website - www.ucclatrobe.org

Concerns of the Congregation
PRAYER LIST: To add or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church office.

PRAY FOR OUR NATION - PRAY FOR OUR WORLD

Chad Amond, Henry Arelt, Marcie Baker, Baker and Hilty Families, Olive Barr, Mary Bathurst, Barry Bowser,
Eleanor and Joe Bridge, Dick and Mary Crawford, Andy Crouse, Kristen Disciascio, Eli Dziak, Ruth Eversole,
Family of Dorothy Facemyer who passed away, George Hammil, Helen Hoover, Beverly Keefe, Ron King,
Stacey Klug, Zoe Klug, Judy Larson, Leanne Lehosky, Virginia Marcinik, Michael McDaniel,
Men of Union Mission, Ben and Jane Miedel, Dana Miller, Ruby RaeLynn Moore, Pia Narducci,
Bob and Evelyn Neighly, Harvey and Helen Noel, Charlene Pelar, Bonnie Pickle, Emmett Michael Poto,
Joyce Puzak, April Rob, Shirley Robb, Bailey Robinson, Charlene “Charlie” Roble;
Emily, Eva, and Graeme Sautter; Emmett Sautter, Dee Saxton, Ken Sible, Laken Smith, Pastor Avis Specht, Dottie Stahl,
Rick Stahl, Larry and Loretta Staruk, Nathan Stevens, Bob Stutzman, Jackie Thomas,
Scott Thompson, Ken and Sheila Yost, Sara Young
PRAYING THE ROLL: We are family, and families pray for one another. Please keep the following in your thoughts and prayers:

Week of September 4
Week of September 11
Week of September 18
Week of September 25

Pamela George; David, Colby, Miles, and Dean Grasmick;
Sandy Gregory
Alice Harr; Alzene Heining; Sherry Heining
Ray Hennenkamp; Pastor Bobbie Hineline and
Tom Ljungman; Judith Holden and Michal Mattern
Ethel Holzer; Rosella Holzer; Ron and Catherine King
LAY READERS

September 4
September 11
September 18
September 25

September
4
Harvey Noel and Sally Walker
11 Jim and Elena Sillaman
18 Bob and Carolyn Stutzman
25 Art Dira and Jim O’Connor

Carolyn Stutzman
Jim Sillaman
Elena Sillaman
Sally Walker

Dear Friends,
One of the great prayer songs is "Spirit of the Living God." The words are
simple:

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me,
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.
I think we are at a time in the church's history--our
own as well as the universal church--to really linger on
that first prayer request--melt me. What might that mean? It's a scary prayer
really. It means that whatever we really want to hold on to, we are releasing for
God to change according to God's good pleasure.
As a church, it would be good to consider what we might be resistant to in this
melting process. We could start by asking questions like, what would we never
want to see happen at/to the church or who would I not want to come and
pastor or join the church? The answers to these questions point to our resistance
and this is exactly where God's holiness lies! Whatever we want to hold on to-particularly our opinions and judgments--is exactly where God wants to melt
us!
I invite you to pray this simple song/prayer and see where God takes you! This
is the work we have been invited to do!

Blessings,
Pastor Bobbie

A NOTE FROM JULIE:
Christ Church Family,
I hope that everyone has been enjoying their summer.
It’s hard to believe that fall is just around the corner
and soon we will be looking ahead to the holidays!
Time just goes by so fast!
The adult choir will begin their regular rehearsals on Thursday, September
the 8th. I am not announcing a starting time in this article, because I would
like to discuss that with the choir members. We had been meeting at
5:30pm, but that is a little early for some of us. I also need to coordinate
the time with the bell choir rehearsal if that can be done.
I am hoping that some new voices will emerge and want to give the choir a
try. Rehearsals are fun and you don’t have to read music to learn to sing
the anthems. I certainly could use new voices on all of the parts. I also
have extra choir robes and would just love to have them claimed by some
new singers.
Music is such an important part of the worship service. Please keep the
adult choir in your prayers and ask God to help us increase our numbers so
that our voices, when raised as one, glorify our God.
I will be continuing to move back and forth between the organ and piano
for the next couple of months during worship, due to the pain in my left
knee. Sometimes, I may just use the piano. My surgery is scheduled for
November, and I am determined to be in church until then, God willing.
Thanks for all of your love and support.
Enjoy the remainder of your summer!
Julie

NOT YOUR PARENTS’ BOOK REVIEW
This is not another one of my book reviews. Rather, it's a review of a particular
podcast. I'll assume that some of you already listen to podcasts, others of you have heard the
term but are not familiar with what they are, and, perhaps, for some of you it may be a
completely new term. I'll take the liberty of briefly reviewing the world of podcasts.
I believe the term originated from its association with an Apple device, the iPod. That
device, and, now, smartphones and computers, allow you to listen to a podcast, which is an
audio program that is “broadcast” into your device and which you can listen to whenever it
fits your schedule. On your smartphone or computer, you first download and install an app
which then allows you to access thousands of podcasts for playing and/or storing on your
device. You can subscribe to particular podcasts, but many of them are free (with some
occasional short commercials).
Podcasts are created by thousands of companies, celebrities, academics, teachers, etc.
They can have all sorts of objectives, including entertainment, current affairs, education,
sports information and so forth. There are essentially no limits to what can be found in the
podcast universe.
I enjoy listening to a podcast when I take a walk or when I'm working on something
around the house. One of my favorites is “Hidden Brain,” moderated by Shankar Vedantam,
who is described as a journalist, writer and science correspondent. Besides his podcasts, his
programs can also be heard locally on WESA.FM (90.5) radio on Saturdays at 1:00. The
Hidden Brain programs try to reveal the often not-so-obvious reasons behind why we might
think or act as we do. Shankar usually interviews a guest who has particular expertise about a
thought process, action or behavior pattern. I find his questions to be interesting and incisive,
which allows his guest to further discuss the subject at hand.
As an example, a recent program was entitled “What We Gain from Pain,” during
which he and his guest discussed the oft-used phrase, “What doesn't kill you makes you
stronger.” It's a trope we hear and use often, but is it really true and, if so, under what
circumstances? Shankar and his guest talk about the many nuances and circumstances of how
we deal with pain, both physical and emotional.
Most recently, I listened to “Why You're Smarter Than You Think,” during which
Shankar and Scott Kaufman, a PhD psychologist, discuss his very personal experiences of
being classified as not very intelligent when he was younger. Sadly for him, most of that
assessment was based on his poor performance on one IQ test he took when he was in 3rd
grade. That, combined with some hearing problems he had, led to his evaluation as having
learning disabilities. It was only because of his belief in his own capabilities and his
determination that he was eventually able to attend Carnegie-Mellon University and even
Cambridge University and become an accomplished research psychologist. His personal story
told with Shankar led to some discussion about the proper uses and interpretation of IQ tests
and, more importantly, about the various manifestations of “intelligence”
and our own belief in ourselves.
These are two of the more recent Hidden Brain podcasts that I've
listened to. But I haven't yet heard one of his programs that isn't
interesting and informative. If you're thinking about beginning to listen to
some podcasts, Hidden Brain is an excellent one to begin with. Jim Sillaman

September Birthdays!
September 5
12
13
17
24

Theodore Marcinik
Karen O’Connor
Richard Crawford, Sr.
Alice Harr
Joan Zeiders

September Anniversaries!!
September 5
12
20

James and Karen O’Connor
Stevie and Ashley Batsa
Joshua and Julie Neighly

The Consistories of Christ Church and St. John’s met in August. Here are a few items of note:





We have a new parsonage occupant. Her name is Brandy Reese. She will be staying through
August of 2023. She is willing to vacate if a new pastor would require the parsonage.
Pastor Bobbie has signed a new contract that will run through January 2023. Terms will be
revisited at that time.
Pastor Bobbie will be at Christ Church for Christmas Eve 2022 at 7:00pm.
The Communications Committee will have their next meeting in October.

MISSION MOMENTS
with Rev. David
Ackerman—United
Church of Christ History,
Theology, and Polity

“C” Dollar Bills for the Union
Mission

Reverend Ackerman has provided short
As of August 21, the accumulated
videos that are available on the church
total donated to the Union Mission is
website ucclatrobe.org.
$1354. Thanks to all who have
Click on the Mission Moments tab at the
helped to reach this amazing total one
top of the Home page.

dollar at a time.

No matter who you are or where you've been, you are welcome here!
Mission Statement: To reflect Christ's love in everything we do
Vision Statement: Not our will, but God's

Lay Life and Mission Committee will meet on
Tuesday, September 6 at 2:00 p.m. (notice the time change)
in the Conference Room.
Lay Life and Mission Committee would like to thank all those who
helped make the Flea Market and Book Sale a very successful event.
We received $2,593.35.
****************************************
Lay Life and Mission Committee has a handmade cross-stitched picture on 28-count linen,
called “Heartfelt,” that will be raffled off on
November 7th. When you make your donation,
place your name and phone number on one of
the cards along with $5.00 per name, and put
both in the red box by the picture that is
displayed in the Chapel.
Donations will help
support our missions.
This was made and
donated by Ann Baltich. Thank you, Ann!

************************
Lay Life and Mission Committee has chosen Back
Bay Mission as the mission for September and
October. Back Bay Mission has a simple mission:
to strengthen neighborhoods, seek justice, and
transforms lives. It meets emergency needs and
helps people begin their journeys out of poverty.
Back Bay Mission relies on the support of people across the United States and throughout the
United Church of Christ. Donations may be placed in the envelopes available on the St. Clair
entrance table and also in the Church pews. Thank you in advance for your support.

Children's Sunday School
We offer a warm welcome to all children to attend Sunday School starting in September.
Sunday School will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. September dates are the
11th and 25th. After Pastor Bobbie's message, the teachers will take the children to the
fellowship hall for the lesson. The fall lessons will focus on familiar Old Testament Bible
stories with a take-home handout. At each session, we will practice the Lord's Prayer,
children's Bible songs, and grace before our snack. As always, parents are welcome to attend.
If you have any questions, please contact me. And we hope to see your children as often as
possible.
Elena Sillaman
724-694-9907

BOOK DISCUSSION
Tuesday, September 20 —10:00 AM
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
This novel attempts to expand the reader's understanding of the Black Lives
Matter movement.

SEPTEMBER SUPPER
CLUB

Come and join in the food and fun!

Chef Dato’s

Route 217 North, Derry

Friday, September 16 at 5:30PM
Anyone interested in attending, please contact Elena Sillaman at
724-694-9907 or email to esillaman@hotmail.com.
FAITH SHARING
Faith Sharing will meet Wednesdays, September 7 and 14 at 10:00AM at the church.
See Pastor Bobbie for information.

BIENVENUE
Wednesday, September 7, 2022

12:30PM

Falbo’s Rainbow Inn, Youngstown

SENIOR FOOD DISTRIBUTION
is scheduled for

Tuesday, September 20.

Volunteers will be needed at 8:30 AM
Thanks so much for your help as always.

2022
Sun

4
11:00AM Worship
Communion

Mon

5

6
2:00PM
LayLife

LABOR DAY
CHURCH
OFFICE
CLOSED
11
11:00AM Worship
Children’s Sunday
School Resumes
5:00PM
Harvest Potluck

Tue

12

Consistory
Reports Due
13

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

7
10:00AM
“Faith Sharing”
12:30PM

8

9

10

Bienvenue at
Falbo’s Rainbow
Inn

6:00PM Adult
Choir Begins

************CARYN OUT OF OFFICE************
14
10:00AM
“Faith Sharing”

6:30PM
Consistory

15

16

Newsletter
Articles Due

5:30PM
Supper Club
at Chef Dato’s

17

********************************CARYN OUT OF OFFICE********************************
18
11:00AM Worship

19

1:00PM
Union Mission
BINGO

20
8:30AM
Senior Food
Distribution
10:00AM
Book
Discussion

21

22

23

28

29

30

******CARYN OUT OF OFFICE******
25
11:00AM Worship

26

27

Children’s Sunday
School

Christ United Church of Christ Consistory 2022-2023
Carolyn Stutzman, President
Stephanie Albaugh, Vice President
Elena Sillaman, Secretary

Art Dira
Linda Repko
Dana Silvis

24

ARTICLES FOR THE OCTOBER NEWSLETTER ARE DUE
Thursday, September 15
Please send to ChristChurchUCC@verizon.net

If you have any questions concerning the Bingo Fundraiser,
contact Union Mission—724-539-3550.
NIEIGHBORS IN NEED
Christ Church will be receiving Neighbors in Need offerings on October 2, 2022.

