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From Christina (continued from p. 1)

I'm incredibly blessed to be the student pastor at Christ UCC in Latrobe and St. John's UCC in
Ligonier! | live in the parsonage with my husband, Nickolas, our 5-year-old son, Jack, and now
our rescued tabby cat, Divinity Jean. Our youngest son, Zach, is in Heaven, but his spirit is ever
present! I'm getting ready to start my third year at Penn West Academy for Ministry, and I'm a self
-published author of four poetry books available on christinalonsinger.com. | enjoy writing,
Japanese anime/manga, musicals, Vaporwave, Old Myspace, and the color pink. | will also never
not brag about seeing Julie Andrews in person in New York City. My family and | are beyond
grateful for such a warm welcome and are excited to grow in faith and fellowship with everyone!

From Christina’s Mentor:

My name is Rev. Trista Jovette Lucas, call me TJ. I serve as Head Pastor of Trinity
Reformed United Church of Christ recently rebranded as The Reformed Church as
we honor our past and look to our future in Scottdale. I also serve as a part-time
chaplain with Quality Life Services in Apollo. A graduate of Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary, where Fred Rogers also studied, I carry a passion for church revitalization
and creative spiritual formation. I am president of both the Westmoreland
Association and the Scottdale Area Association of Churches, and in Apollo [ helped
revitalize the ministerium, now the United Apollo Ministerial Association, co-
founding Food 4 Kids. a backpack feeding program now in its eighth year.

I look forward to working with both congregations and Student Pastor Christina as
we discern your future together, and I also invite you 1o join us for what may be our
last Westmoreland Association Fall Meeting on Sunday, September 21 at 2:00 p.m.
at The Reformed Church in Scottdale, where we will vote on merging our
Associations following the Conferences’ merger. Outside of ministry, | am mom to
two daughters (14 and 12). love boxing, painting. reading, porch time with my bird
feeders. and share my home with two dogs, two cats, and two bunnies: my partner
Rick and I also enjoy golfing. a hobby I just picked up this past year. As I step into
this season with you, my prayer is that together we will discover anew the Spirit's
guidance and write the next chapter of your story with hope, faith, and love.

“C" Dollar Bills SENIOR FOOD
sl Ll DISTRIBUTION

As of August 24, the accumulated total donated
to the Union Mission is $3233. Thanks to all

who have helped to reach this amazing total Has been moved to the grove.
one dollar at a time.

Thanks so much for your past
help.




Co-President— Ann

Introducing Ann (Annie)Baltich, Elder and Consistory Co-President

Annie has been coming to Christ Church since she was born, carried and then
walking with her mother, Ora Dalton. She credits her mother with being the
greatest influence in her faith journey. Ann has been a part of Sunday school,
youth group, Bienvenue, and the Consistory. She has served in the latter capacity
three times.

She and her husband Steve live in Derry Township and welcome many stray
animals into their lives.

As a retired nurse, she has worn many hats, including nursing home care, OB
work, and in a medical practice.

Ann has many hobbies and talents, such as reading, cross-stitch and painting.
Perhaps you have been fortunate enough to receive a handmade Christmas
ornament or Christmas card. She enjoys performing on her dulcimer and autoharp.
She played with a group called Remnants in the past.

Expressing her faith has always come in many forms: participating in various
functions, singing in choirs, playing piano and organ for the Sunday school,
playing bells, and lately playing with the folk band. As might be expected from one
so gifted, she finds music to be the most meaningful part of worship. She avows
that she understands faith more as she’s gotten older, so it has become stronger.
She strives to participate, show friendship, and instill goodness through her
leadership.
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Co-President— Ellen Sautter

Introducing Ellen Sautter, Elder and Consistory Co-President

Ellen came to Christ Church in 1996 when her husband Wayne accepted the call to minister
in this place. Her parents were a great influence in her life of faith as well as her sister, aunts,
and cousins in her small rural Church of Christ in West Virginia. She has led Sunday School
classes and has been a Director of Christian Education in a previous parish. Ellen is a
member of Lay Life, Bienvenue, the book club, and the choir and bell choir, where she has
served as director for several years.

She and Wayne are the parents of three children, Emily, Sarah, and Noah, and grandparents
to five, Sam, EvaLalie, Charlotte, Graeme, and Emmett.

Since retiring as an English teacher, she has been a part of the community choir, the ukulele
group Highland Strummers, and the folk band here.

Music has always been valuable to her, and she has used it as a medium to express some of
her deepest emotions through singing and song writing.

The church has always been paramount to her as she strives to live a life modeled after the
teachings of Jesus. The United Church of Christ’s ideals and teachings mimic that model
more than most other fellowships she has encountered.

She believes everyone needs to play a role if Christ Church is to be successful. At present,
she is to blame for the newsletter publication.



LayLife and Mission

The Lay Life and Mission Committee will meet on Tuesday, September 2 at 2:00 p.m.

Mission Report

In March of 2021, we wanted to do something for our neighbors, and the idea of a
Blessing Box was born. Wayne built it and Dorthy's husband painted it, TWICE. Their
daughter made the decals for the front, and it is quite official looking. We fill it three
times a week, and it is usually empty or almost empty each time. We put in non-
perishable food items and personal hygiene things. The latter are very popular because
they are usually expensive and not covered by food stamps. During Sunday School classes,
the children enjoy filling the box. What a great way to instill the value of charity for the
less fortunate!

We have averaged spending about 5115 a month, but that cost is going up. We finance this

mission with fund raisers like the salad bars and flea market and book sale as well as grants from the Conference and
donations from this church, such as the Mother’s and Father’s Day honorariums. We have an on-going donation box in the
chapel, and there are also some unknown folks from the community who stock it from time to time. | have made it a habit
that when there are Buy One/Get One items at the store, | take the one | need and donate the other. It's a win-win. Our
Blessing Box is a worthwhile, and we appreciate all who support this effort. The Blessing Box is an ongoing mission, if you
would like to donate to this cause, there is a blue Rubbermaid box in the Chapel marked “Blessing Box™ for food and personal
items. Thank you in advance for your support.

Flea Market Update
The Lay Life and Mission Committee would like to thank all those who helped make the Flea Market and
Used Book Sale a very successful event. The total profit was $3,483.93 (Fleas $1,215.18; Used Books
§756.75: Food $1,032.00; Baskets $480.00).
| have been tracking the amount we make, and each year we receive more. We went from bringing
in $2,311.98 in 2021 to $3,548.93+ in 2025.

The Lay Life and Mission Committee will be packing lunches for Meals on Wheels on September 8™ thru
September 12", If you would like to give a monetary donation to defray the costs, please see
Stephanie. Thank you in advance.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS: The Lay Life and Mission Committee will hold their, last of the
season, Soup and Salad Bar on Wednesday, October 15th, from 11:00 am. to 1:00 pm. The price
is $12.00. See you there!

The Lay Life Committee has chosen Blackburn Center as our mission for September. In 1975, a task force of
the National Organization for Women met to address rape and sexual assault issues in Westmoreland County.
The result was Westmoreland Alliance Against Rape whose hotline answered its first call on December 6,
1976. Since then, what is now Blackburn Center, has grown to a staff of more than 30, with an active team of
volunteers. Through this growth, they have developed an array of services for adult and child victims of
sexual assault and domestic violence as well as comprehensive community education and professional in-
service training programs. Items are needed to sustain the shelter; donations of items will be welcomed during
this month (please put the items in the box that is in the Chapel). A list is available at both entrances. Thank
you for supporting this worthy cause.
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IDENTITY WEAR: We are offering members of the congregation a chance to purchase
identity wear. Wayne and Ellen Sautter bought shirts at Chautauqua last year and many
people have noticed them and asked about them. The design is free. They are available in
many sizes. On the front, it will say: Christ UCC, Latrobe, PA. The shirts will be 50 %
cotton/50% poly navy blue with the white and red printing. The church name and address
will be white. We had identity wear many years ago provided by Ken Repko's

company. Ours are quite worn by now. If you would like to take a stand as a "woke
Christian", please fill out the order form provided with your name and size, and we will
order them from Unity Printing here in Latrobe. The price is $26 @ for less than 24 and $24
@ for 24 or more. There is a sign up sheet in the chapel or call the office with your info.
Orders due by September 30.
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Concerns of the Congregation

To add or remove a name from the prayer list, contact the church office.

PRAY FOR OUR NATION - PRAY FOR OUR WORLD
PRAYING THE ROLL: We are family, and families pray for one another.

September

Steve. Amber and Cayd Ward; Joan and Ben Zeiders; Amy Zomisky
Rev. David and Marsha Ackerman; David and Stephanie Albaugh;
Richard Albaugh

Aubree, Brian, Eli, Cason and Kiara Maus; Danette Meredith;
Joshua, Julie, Zachary, Luke, and Lily Neighly

James and Karen O’Connor; Mel and Dorthy Paulovich;

PRAYER LIST: To add or remove a name from the prayer list, please call the church

ﬁﬂice. Please help us keep this list current by notifying the office of people who may
ot need to be on this list at present.

Toni and Stush Apryasz, ,

Richard and Ruth Burns, Betty Carpenter, Mary Crawford, Andrew Crouse,
Ruth Eversole, Bridget Horman, Todd Hudson, John (Brandey Eberhart’s Friend):
Christina, Nick, and Jack Lonsinger; Scott McCully, Men of Union Mission,
Connie Nelson, Harvey Noel, Desiree Patterson, Dorthy Paulovich,

Mary Ann and Andy Phillips, Bonnie Pickle, Joe Pickle, John Porterfield, Joyce
Puzak, Winter Reese, Janice Seigle, Dottie Stahl, Loretta Staruk, John Svidron, Jean
Thomas, Amy Thropp, Melissa Whited, Allan and Esther Wood, Sara Young, Amy
Zomisky
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September 2025 SUPPER CLUB
Friday, 2025, 5:30PM|

Chet Dato’s Table
645 St. Rt. 217, Latrobe.
Hosts: Bob and Carolyn Stutzman

For reservations: 724-537-2647 o

robertstutzman(@ verizon.net

BIENVENUE
Wednasday, September 3, 2025 at [2:30PM

827 E Pittsburgh St, Ste 3501, Greensburg.
All the ladies of the Church are welcome.

Tuesday, September 9 2025 - 10:30 am

The Tiny Journalist by Naomi Shehab Nye

A fulHength poetry collection for adults inspired by the story of
Janna Jihad Ayad, who at age 7 began capturing videos of the
occupation of her West Bank village.

A Day in the Life of Abed Salama : Anatomy of a Jerusalem

Tragedy by Nathan Thrall

The Pulitzer-Prize winning account of a Palestinian father's
search for his son, weaving together stories of Jewish and
Palestinian lives.
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 Goa PENN CENTRAL CONFERENCE

sproakfng. UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Since all of the conferences in Pennsylvania have voted to become one, it now falls to the associations to
make some changes. The proposal to be considered at all association meetings this fall will be to form one

Pittsburgh Association.

1. Today electronic communications will allow each part of the conference to stay in touch at least as
well as in the past.

2. A single association will allow us to draw on a greater pool of volunteers.

3 With Conference staff needing to cover a wider geography. it will make ministry more efficient to
have one entity.

4, There will be greater consistency of practice with respect to Executive and Ministry functions,
particularly regarding Members in Discernment.

5. There will be a larger pool regarding finances.

We will need representation at the Westmoreland Association Meeting, Sunday September 21 at 2 PM
in Scottsdale. Please see Ann or Ellen if you are able to attend as our delegates, however, all are
welcome.

UPDATE
Living Waters will continue to be a UCC camp, but it will become part of the Keystone Conference. It had a

very successful year and received an estate settlement allowing the camp to replace the roof on the dining
hall and add a patio in back. Already a church in Harrisburg will be having a retreat there in October.
Churches are welcome to have picnics or retreats there as well.

Children’s Sunday School

Dear Children,

We hope everyone had a fun summer vacation. Sunday School classes are held the 2nd and 4th Sunday of
each month. September dates are the 14th and 28th. Our first lesson will focus on God’s blessings this
summer , and we'll celebrate summer and September birthdays. Your teachers are excited to have a fun year
teaching you about your faith,

Blessings,

Ms. Elena, Ms. Marsha, and Ms. Rosella




BIRTHDAYS FOR SEPTEMBER:

1 ANNIVERSARIES FOR SEPTEMBER:
12 Karen O'Connor 9 Jim and Karen O’Connor

13 Lily Neighly . 12 Stevie and Ashley Batsa

17 Alice Harr 20 Joshua and Julie
24 Joan Zeiders




